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… does not fear neither the sword nor runs away, but observes the ruin with an 

impassive face, brave enough to know how to handle poisonous snakes

Cleopatra VII, Ptolemaic Queen of Egypt, 30 B.C.

quae generosius perire quaerens nec

muliebriter expavit ensem nec latentis classe

cita reparavit oras. Ausa et iacentem visere

regiam voltu sereno, fortis et asperas

tractare serpentes, ut atrum corpore

conbiberet venenum, deliberata

morte ferocior

Horace, Carmina 1.37
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